
TnCff fsraedotue
soAooto I

GAOAaPAGGfSH
SYNOPSIS

n r t iv
r r ) r tn

i i in II) f III I (11

i 'i NiiMirti ll'IH 'I l in
t r- pot ii l .mi H Ii ' Kiti r i

r roiilJ nit tut tin up
r.f llltM' if I .' IWil If
t Tiim ntriiKich' rr a forl

M NuvKrif in killl aiul .lTrv
.i ' ft'il or tl.i( nnmlrr lit- fi iiIich

' i iiM1 ti treurUiti- iiml h Hmt. rfil
ni prllt Ik forfeit In

i i iti ihf In Hi 'moon
' iti.Kkn hi r In it raff Hii'Mntly In m

u nifil liy a l apitiiiiiiiiii ltu
f i frin n inrYatnn from I unit

.Mian tfftmptH in rM It An urtli
ikr ui rum In tin m. lifmifiii, IU il

HM I 111 otltV slnii hii1 f a llf
in pi nra In Nw York na ItonmiiofT and
t IctH th hIiI of Mmlnm-r- t )flmfi.
I j utiriP i nnfmtitii rir lniahnn-- in tl
mitil'hnic tioux The Hhadov-- xtMr
for lirr nnd ah tMapoa uhli U.t

Oti Iunp lytiulf foll'iHn her it nil
likkiM tlif pup) from her flir ftiiftrinu

iti h Navarro frmn rnll rr HoimmorT
ttttvmitiit to khtnnp Hfimailun aim)
line but Jtrurnpur nppiMin in Ihw irt
tlivni Itlnnm mil tirr tlniK ro itiitIill'v ItHVenttar'n rrwitr. nutpif nnl m
turnn to liln cellar prlnon I rufitlix ron-- r

Ma to ucrmuputty Hamilton mi n
fiacnKlou dnnca Hamilton

mat arrangi--a to har Imilin nrt utlrlft
In the bHlliMHi TIm ttiillonn liumtH Into
flu inr mat IVontln fin! that tier om
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NINTH EPISODE

The Incorrigible Captive.

Ill II " fitlll" lf SrluisllllU'l llllllhl I.P- -

Hiiin lu'sldo mi iicii trunk,
i 1'iirkiiKi1 nf IcttiTN liy Iwr Miliv

Tlii-- i'n .Irrry't Icitrrs, wrlttrn
t In r In the olil ilu, jriirt lii'fiiri.
wlii'ii tlicj lnM-r- t iiml tlirlr llr
w iiiimI In run Miiiiuilily tn

Meniere of Farad Dy Revived in
Her

F Uh r Im ii ill, i , I, l in in nl tlic
I 111 uf llti' Ilaliil III linllil, until UH

l,.-- i'.

ITii'li nun In -- he Iki:uii tlilukiiiK uf
Ituw'iiKiir, ll' in.Mli'rliin tiiun "tin
M'l'ini'il to oiiiiii' so ipiiirluiiily lulu
Iht llf '. In uiHii.v mi)h lu ri'iiiliulHl
ln-- uf .1i'rr. She kiun tlmt If It
in tl nut ln'iii fur lln ini inurv uf Iht

ilrml Iiimt, hlii' I'niilil Iium' rii rril fur
ItnM'iipir. Hut wlu'ii slu tururil tu
.Irrr) h U'tti'li ltlli'UKlir fmliil lulu it
liluiiituni.

No. It ni Jerry hn uiiwih lu-- r

lunrt. iiml mill, mill iin'iiiorj, nuil iiiiit
until llfi' I'liilitl. Hut vlii1 ttiuiiKlit

uf tin' uIIiit, ton. Hi' IihiI wimiI
Iht II fo ivln'ii tliu lltlillimin' wilt

iiml tlmt i'iiilillhi'il it limn!
tlii'iu. If "In' cuulil ki'.'ii tlmt

tmuil uui' uf frli'iiilnlili iml '

Ami hlif lii't-'H- IIIuk miT npilu
tliiiMi uuful liiiurn In l'llut l.lKlit, uuil
tin' scfiu' ruMi up llilly Iht
iipilu.

Till' tlll-- ll Mlltlll llllll Ullllkl'll I 111'

Kiruiuiri' fruiu IIn luiti' iiml liurlril tlm
liKliiluiuv l.i'i'i'rr unit lilx lfi' ili'i'i In
IIn- - ruliiM Iiml moi'it tlii'iu Ii) uliii; tu
mi t'liiiiiirilluury rluuu'i'. Whlli'

iiml HuMMiKiir ti' In

tlmr room tln lumps lirpui tn pi nut.
llinriiKiir M'iit iluwu lulu ttio ii'Hht
111 Rl't l..'TP nil.

Iti'iu'liliiE up fur a vim, In Iiml
knuckisl iluwu iinutliiT rim,

iiinl UiIh lirmnilit ilunu u tlilril mul
ii fourth. Tlu-- foil Into his iirnis. mul
In' uus I'Htmht 11 0 n iium In tin' Mmy
"nil iin iiriuful of okbh. Hi' i'ihiIiI

ut'.ilirr riplurii tlifiu nor n't tlu'in

I lURlllllKl), lll KllllUtlll lll til l.I'Dll- -

i in' tu I'oini' mul iiKhlut lilui. Mil
If aril lilm, nuil went iloun tu lih ulil,
i 'Ok tliu runs from lilui mul pliu'isl
tlmu U)voii tlic sholf. As tin)' turiiiMl to
K0 up tliu Htulrk till' llKlltlllUIKK vns
Mruck.

As they cruuchi'il uiulor tliu hhoclf,
li.'ui npir f.)ilrlillnK I.pontlno with liln
uriiiH, a Iiuku pli'cu uf mnsnnry riiinu
iliiun, liIockliiR tliu exit. Tliu uliole
iKlillinusv ns kuIiir to pU'ii's, TliiT)

foUowiii a Hi) it I ri'iulliii;, mul tiny
uiti' thrown to their knees and pluued
miller tbe wooden khoiliu:.
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IIn ll lniil li.iM piiw,.,l in tile eotrl'
I Ii le 'lit I K II Li'iiiiMiii' un lllllf

lunlieil In IIn. full of tho props; "lie
reioMiail eonii iiui'.iii.'-- s utiiler the

of llini'iit'iir. to riiillne
ilui' ili'iith li Ntiirinliou wim liuiiil-Ui'ii-

He hail Kropetl his way nlioul
the eelllir MKlllll llllll IIKIllll. weklllK III

nlil for the hiiiiiIIpsI elnilii'p of ogress.
At lust lie sei'iiieil to aliiiiiiton hope,
lie l.liioleil lieslile l,i'iiiillue ami they
unlleil toKelher for what Heeimsl the
lllelllilhle end.

l'erluips It win llM-lv- hours Inter
when (he rilinlilliiK was reueueil. The
struetiire was hellllllg ilonii HKiilli.
.Sioni's Iii'khii fiilllnit alioiit them; anil
Kilililinly there eiime u Klenui uf liny-lluh-

HtrlkliiK with hlluillliK furte 1Ihui
their tliiiieeilstiiuiisl ojes.

They starteil up, to see a narrow
ehlnk III the roof, mul, through that,
liniiieusiiralily far uwiiy, the white
ulsp oC .1 linn) lloMtliu; iiKaliut the
hi lie.

Ill mi instant Humiikiii Iiml
1,1'ontlni' away, anil was mtiiiii-I'llii-

up the ilehrls mul pullliiK at the
Mime s. At llr.t he euiilil nuoiupllsti
nolhlni;; after a Ioiik while, Iiowi-mt- ,

he siieeeeileil III illxloilKliu; a miinll
stone w likli helil luii-- uuother. The
muss fell i riifhlui: lulu the eellar,

I.eontlue, Kel7isl hy Ulilcimnl'M arms
anil thrust uplMllil, eallKht ul the opell-Iiik- .

lie piiKheil her IIuoiikIi, uuil she
fmiml her-e- lf uiiiler the blue iky, -n

i'ii her the roeks, anil the sen
iiitniil ahoiit her. A iiiltinle later Hu- -

elipir Jollll'll her.
'I heir return to the malnhiml In uiie

of the liouls that eiime to iliM'-tlnu- te

the illsiister was iiilroulileil hy fur-Ihe- r

ilmiKor. I.isinilne hail xotie
hoiiie; mul that was lum Sehastlati
happeiiisl o see her when he relliruisl
from the Khastl eplMsle at ltlauea's
llllllM'.

She roe from her knem with n siith
ami imt away the letters. Jerr) was
ili'iiit, ami lio must not hroml out the
past.

As she niso she was slartleil to hear
Meliiistliiii'H Ireiul upon the stairs. She
walteil for lilui, hut she euulil hurtlly
hear to meet him.

He rami' Into the utile anil stood
looklut: at her eurluusly. It was near-
ly half n minute hefore he sp.il.e.

"I.eonlllie," he siihl, "jou hiiM' tint
told mi' how ,miii uuil the handsome
Itmupir esi'npisl from the hiirulni:
hallnon ami the lighthouse aoeldeut."

Win do oii wish to know;" she
'"i,. I shriiRKlUK tier slioulders. "Is
' "i ii uh for jou that your das- -

t i u i In me fiiiloil, umi must he tried

Wlui t do jou menn hy that?" he
n -- ..I

I ni.'iili." replliil I.isinilne, "that I

mi n.'i uiniHiire of j our iillempts upon
mi hte The halliHiu thai landed us

l'lloi 1. Iiihl was set on fire hy you."
'If you think that," he niiswerisl,
l0 don't you ueeept my proposition

.uui -- ei are n dlMTie from lue'i"
"When you liille confessed to the

forpTy that sent Jerry ( 'arson to prln-o- n

mul to his death." she Mlisuered.
Sihastlan shruHtfed his shoulders,

niioreil and niouil towunl the door,
(le pnssisl out, ami l.eoutine heiird
MililellilllK ellek as the door fluxed.

She whs trapped, she sank down
helplessly Into a chair and stared wild-
ly hIhiui her.

Suddenly she started mid Rtisped
euniiilMliel). Across the

riMini, si'Hteil In n ihalr. she saw
the kIiimI of Jerry. It rose mid smiled
siiilly at her.

It mliiht tunc I ii an upllral Illu-
sion, hut neler had Jerry seemed so
real to the girl. A llltle older, stern-
er, jet he was (hit same as of jure;
uuil I.isinilne, oiereome, tottered to
wunl him, wt.plui

Hut us she drew ueiircr the specter
held out Its hands.

"Come tin nearer." It said, "hut luie
no feHr. No harm shall come to jou
Trust In the love uf my memory."

I.isinilne liesltnted uulj u minute,
iinalile tn obey, she rim toward him
As she drew- - near, the specter Mill
lslusl. She saw only the emptj chair

Willi a wild cry l.eoutine fell
snooiilm; to the gruuml.

In her bouse, at that uiometu Ulan
it was rciclUng n telephone message

from Sebastian. She heard U with
miiusemeut, then with emburri.ssiiieui

"All right, 111 do it for you Sihas
thin," she snld. aiul hiiiig up the rt
celier. She pressed u bell, mid two uf
her followers came In

"(o to this address tonight sin
snld. telling th, u' the number "and
bring bark the girl jou'll llnil there u
jour until. Paj no attention to imj
thing she sujs. Sues dipi j

I.011111I110 had fillen asleep In her
chair In the utile, hopeless uf escapi
nnd jet t'licnuMeetl hy the Wsum
which she did not douht was that uf
Jerry himself, couio buck from tin
grave to aolncti her,..,, She awakened
with u start, tplbearithe holt uf the
door withdrawn. "

Three tuatked men Were coming Into
the mora. I

They b'eckoneJ to her, without I
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spcaklnc. I'ontlue hesitated for a
moment. Then she went bravely for-
ward. She felt that shu was safer In
the bunds of Uie three thnn In those of
Sebastian.

One man preceded her, tho others
raiiKed Ihemselies on either side of
her as they went down Hie wide stalr-WHJ-

As they passed nliinc the pas-sne- e

outside Sebastian's room, the disir
"pencil, and l.eontln,. saw him stiilid-- I

Hf Ihere. wntehliiK her, u look of sat-
isfaction upon Ids face.

And suddenly she saw the flRiire of
her dead lover hkhIii. He was maud-
lin: at the top of the slalrs, KiirliiK di-

rectly at her. At the name Instant her
captor and Sebastian saw the chot,
also, mil they ntnKKcnsI buck, IcaWui;
lj online for the moment alone.

Jerrv Carson' blind was upraised,
a" If in wain the purty to priKced no
farther.

one of l.enntlne's captors had il
in his coat ockct. lie ptuicil

his bund to the trigger and llred
ihioiiKli the cloth at the ghost.

The llgure of Jerry staggered umi
then fell down the stnlrs. It tumbled
oer the baliistruile and illiippeured.
tustniitly the three, together with Se-
bastian, hurrleil In pursuit.

Hut when Ibey roiirlioil the bottom
of the stairs theru was no sign of
Jerry.

I.contlno Iiml not nimed from where
"lie was at the tup of the siulrs. They
relliruisl ami led her, not utigeiillj.
down Into the hall, ami Into the

that walteil oilf-ld- In all
alley.

A few moments earlier u speeding
auto had been held up by two pollie-ini'i- i.

The dlseu'o'luu waxed warm.
The offender was about tu lie Inken to
the station when a llgure cntnu run-
ning nut of house.

"Somebody wauls help In there!" It
crhsl to the policemen. "I heard a
shot tired. Heller go mid see!" And
he pointed tnnuril the renr entriince.

Dropping their captle, the police-
men leaped lulu the auto and drole to
the rear entrance arotiml the turner
of (he liliH-k- , Just In time to see the
nuln with the men mid I.eontlue
e rglng.

The police jdlcd to the drlwr to
stop. The until sped faster. A wild
base followed through the suburban

streets mid toward the river, lilting
the edge of the high til IT.

l'or ii few moments the fugithos
sis'tmsl to gain; then the isillce nuln
leaped forward nuil begun to ovorlmul
llieiu.

"Slup or I tire!" yelled one of the
isillieuieu, standing up In his seat

A bullet from the lleelng auto
him. The chauffeur screatiied,

and his hand dropped from, tin) wheel
I lie (lolli'cmtin llred In an swfftbut the
car kwiTMsl and the bulli 't.WMi wild.

I.enntllie, gazing bulk In tanVr, saw
the police lilltn swcrie tiHMttll the
edge uf the ill IT. The elm Kr had
fallen to the bottom of the R'oni'
of the policemen tried to iHithe
wheel. Hut It wns too lute, VtBfuir
was rushing on toward the nrWm
It toppled over, the front wheel taVKrn
lug Up the ihlllkj nlge uf t tWSUrr,
hung there n uiomeiit and 'Ul.v
went plunging duwuw.ird Hit flaflbu
depths below.

I mine sunk sliudderiiu I

tier seat, while the iiiio drovWR
hy deilous wn.- -, toward HlnnB'
Imilse. cSn"He gentler Willi her'" "Yfcnl

The men who were leading I,eonllno
Into lllniicii's IsMiduir. somen li.it n uli
l. released their captiic anil tool, i IT

their masks.
,'it's all right for jou to s iy tlmr

Madiim Hliincu," queered the mull
whom she hud addressed. "Hut that's
what you said about jour Inst pigeon
tlmt guy ItiiU'iigur and where Is he
tislayr

"Right here, friends," cnnie Kinen-gar'- s

crisp tones from u chair beside
Hie fireplace.

All turned In terrur at the sniuid
and saw him seated In the chair.

Willi an onth the man who had
.pokeu to Hlalii'ii leaped hack. Oil
lllnni'il's face were two evpres-lnn- s

terrur ut Ituwiignr's powers, Joj that
he hud returned.

"Tuke her tu the room upstnlrs nnil
lock her up for the present." she said.

When she was left alone with
she looked at hlin In wonder.

"l am glad yon have tune buck to
me." she snld softly.

An amused smile hovered about 's

face. "I'm glnd jou are glafli
llltle one," ho answered lightly.

"I'll warrant jou won't lcne ngalti
In a hurrj !" crlisl the woman In fury,
which was neceiilimted by RiiM-ugar'-

inoi king bow. She pressed her hell.
Two nlletiilants cnlered iromptly.

"Lock him In the strung room." she
announced.

They frisked Raengnr hurriedly for
wenpuns, but found nothing. 'Iheii.
seizing him, one by either arm, the?
hurried him tuwnrd the dour.

The strong room was In the hallway
uulslde Hlatiea's boudoir. In this room
were stored Rimini's stolen goods un-

til they could I m disposed of. As her
plunder was conlderalile, It was a
large room. It was built Into the wall,
am: was, to all appearance, one with
11, so that Its ilicoery on the part of
uiiMine who did Hot suspect Its ells-telii- e

would be priicllcnlly Impossible.
Hut the wooden exterior of the door
wns II mil with a steel Jacket, the walls
11 or,, uf Hi. tul Ollll till! eillllll! Illkll

There was. In short, no possibility for
anyone, securely shut In II, to esciipe.

"This time I'm- - got jou," sollloipil7oil
Hlaiica as the men went upstairs with
their prisoner.

.Meanwhile Itaengar nccompanleil
his capturs ipiletly tn Hie door uf the
strung room. They tlirut lilm Inside.

"I guess this will hold lilm," said
one to the oilier, leisurely tinning the.
knob to the proper combination.

"If It won't, there's nothing will,"
answered the other.

They locked the door and went back
to atmou'iee to Hlanca the fulfillment
uf their mission.

I'pstnlrs Leonllne found herself a
prisoner In mi ordinary bedroom. It
was preferable being here to being a
prisoner of Sebastian.

She loathed him, mid she would nev-
er set ejes mi bill! ngalti. sine at the
moment when she could wring the
secret from him. And more and mure
she was tinning to belleie tlmt In
Itnw'iignr lay the key to the mystery.

He had come bulk, he had I n 111

Rimini's liuiise when she wns brought
there. He would come to aid her.

she sike Ids name.
"At jnur sen Ice, I.enntlne,"

the wilcc; and
IliDetigar stepped out from behind the
curtnlus that hung before the win-du-

"He luine nnd all will come nut
well." he said. "The play Is nearly
ended. I may hale to leave jou alone
ngiiiu. but ne) er fear. The memory of
Jerry will support jou In eiery dan-
ger "

Suddenly the door opened. On the
threshold stood Hlanca. As she caught
sight of Raiengar her ejes hhi7cil with
pn shin, and bucrulce shook as she
nskcd M'wl$

What nrinjlBI (loins here? How
did you gctltawt"

Uii)eugnH his courtly, mocking
now anil ma . iiy dear laily, to
he here 19!tti lAnly ri why I re- -

tiirm d cfyoB mhostiltiihle bouse."
HI lu-- i irticTI to hi r ii leu, who were

bell utlJIK jj. 1 k li il aw.ij '" she
crli-u.B- Jng fun. 'i
JHTldHrd ItiDi: and ran him

Bit ri t . I i lie strong
ttiatK.i ii, l-- pouring
.h i lid f ,ir nst them.

MHovTWHlJ lie, t sin i lied.
"V :nck?s! In: til

"uii re I) iik Tl Is no uy of
gctliii i ui of the si .ne room If the

omb in mil is s t pi.,,, rlj. '

One of the men untied upon her,
"Say nyil.iim', 1 gut -- s know there
ain't no lock-- i can hold him," lie re-

torted.
UiDcugar, meanwhile, thrust Into

the dark room, leaned baik smiling
against the wall. Ills mockery made
Hlanca almost frantic.

"Vim are a pack of fools!" she cried.
"I'll set the combination this lluie."

And, shimming the heavy door, she
adjusted her luck mul t licked It. She
called her men to her room.

"See that there Is no further trouble
with that woman upstairs," she suit!
significantly. "Make a clean Job of It,
and, when you are through, you can
carry her out uf the old wuterwuy
gate."

Without cniupiinctlun the two men
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"I Am Not Unaware of Your Atttmpta on My Life!"

noddefl nnd started up the hnll stnlrs.
The waterway wns nn old subter-

ranean sluice utiiler Hlancu's house,
which was very ancient nnd hud been
11 country home hefoie the ntlvanee of
the tncroachlng el'y t"inieh.'d It In Its

tentacles, logethir wdh tae other scnt-tere-

residences of the street. This
water-due- l luul long ago become dis-

used, and its existence forgotten. Ili-

um n, 111 the course of the reconstruc-
tions w hlili she had made, fur the pur-pos- e

of storing stolen goods, hud cuuie
upon It anil followed it down to the
rlier. half a mile distant. She hnd

aNo that there still existed a
connection with the city water supply
by menus of 11 large pipe in (lie wall of
her cellar.

She had fitted n connection between
this pipe mid a bathroom on the Ihsir
where wns her bedroom. Just outside
the bathroom she cniNtruetcd 11 trap-
door with nn Iron ladder lending down
lo the sluice, In order lo furnish herself
with a safe and sure escape In case
of lllMsl.

The switch In the bathroom wns
open, leaving the slulte full. Hut a
turn of It would at oiue begin to
imply It Into the river bejouil.

Hlanca walteil near the trap door
for the mvumpludiiiiciit of her seivl-tor-

erra id.
Hut presently she found the strain

too much for her. She went into her
boudoir ami sank down upon a touch.

"Hrlng her down," said one of
men to the 0II11 r. "I guess

inadame doesn't want It done In the
bedroom."

"Who's going to do the trick?" the
oilier retorted.

"I'll do It If you'll get her. Hring
her along this way, without letting her
suspect, and I'll bu behind this iiir-tain-

Tliu fecund 111:111 made Ids way up-

stairs. He unlocked l.eoulltic's door
uuil stood for n moment hesliatlug.

As he stood there an arm slid lound
his iietk and a hand was pressed over
Ids mouth and nostrils. Ids knees gave
under him ami he fill unconscious to
the tloor.

Ruvengar released him and looked
Into her pin pie face. lie opened
the door. l.eoutine, who had heaiil
Hie lock unfasten, was walling In the
middle of the room. Itavengar nit led,
selred her band, and kissed It,

Come with me, I.isuitlue," he said.
"There Is not a iiimatnt to be lot.
Will you promise to keep toiaposeil
and do exactly as I tell jou?"

She gave a swift look at hill', and
iiiHldt'il, Ravengur gave her Ills arm
ami led her out of the room, past the
man on the tloor, who was already
beginning to recover consciousness.

lie led her down the stairs hurried-
ly. Fortunately nobody wns on guard.
In her boudoir Hlanca, whose keen
ears heard the sound of footsteps,
thought It was the men coming to tell
her (hat the Job wns done.

Meanwhile the second of the mur-
derers walled behind the curtains. He
heard Ravengur descending with I.enn-
tlne, hut lie thought the man was his
confederate.

Itavengar, In Ids comings and going,
laid learned all about tho sluiceway,
lie stoppeil with I.eontlne outside the
bathroom and hastily raised the trap-
door, which lay hetieuth a piece of
carpet, apparently on- - with that width
run along tho passu ge, but ill reality
separate.

"Co down there." he w hlspered. "It
leads to u sluiceway that opens uhiii
the river. When Jolt reach the bot-

tom wult till the sluice empties; then
.run as fast as jou can till you see
ilujligllt. Then Jou will be free."

l.eontluo looked at him. "You?" she
whispered.

"I shall turn off the witter; then I
may follow. Hut don't wait for me."

The girl stopped down hurriedly,
felt fur and found the upper rungs of
the ladder, nnd descended. Itavengar
ilosfil It, stepped into the bathroom,
ami shut off the supplj'. Then he
emerged, Just as the second confedtr-at- e

1 nine from behind the curtain.
His mouth opened In amazement;

then, with nil oath, he whipped out 11

revolver and leveled It. Itavengar,
smiling lit him, waited. At Hint In
stunt the man came
slowly down the stairway, lfe saw
Ruvengar and shouted. At the cry
Hlanca came running out of her room.

She Mured ut Itavengar as If shu
could not believe her ejes. Then, let-

ting them full for a moment, she saw
something which arrested her atten-
tion. It was 11 fragment of I.eoullne's
dress, caught In the trap door. And
Immediately the meaning of his pros
ence there dawned on her.

She rushed Into the bathroom nnd
pulled tho switch liurd. Then she
came buck, breathing hard, but with a
forced smile on her face.

"Well, 1 stopped that game In time,"
she said to Itavengar.

Leontlne groped her way to the bot-
tom of the ladder nnd saw, by fulnt
light which filtered In through the cel-

lar, the sluU-evvii- before her. A grout
Hood of vv liter was pouring out through
the pipe, tilling the dark tunml.

As she watched It the water gate
went down. The Hood of wuter, gur-
gling and rumbling on Its way to the
river rapidly grow less, n was only
11 minute- - before the tunnel lnj', empty
and hluck, before her eyes.

She ran wildly, her foot splnshlng
In the wuter Once, rouchlng up, she
felt the roof of the tuunel ovoiheud.

Meanwhile Itavengar, above, wns
smiling Into the face of Ids captor. He
knew that every second gained wns
precious, and the man hud not wits
enough to think that lie might have
closed the wutorgute.

Leontlne made her hurried progress
below. It was a long time ufter she
hod started before she saw the tiny
glimmer of light nheud of her which
denoted Uie end of her tourney.

Hut suddenly she liearil m ,
sound b'hlnd her. A rush of wider
almost swept her off her feet. I'.luiitit
hud thrown over the lever.

I.eontlue guessed what luid occurred.
There ought to ho time to gain the
eul ranee.

The wuter wns up to her walt. She
almost despaired. A hundred j arils lo
go, nnd every jnnl was tniide Jhrongh
deeper wuter. It swirled ugnln-- t her

host. It was up to her shoulders; It
touched her chill.

(lisping, choking. Mruggllng fur life.
I.eontlne suddenly became aware that
she liai been swept through the ton-ti- t

I ; n innment later she opened her
eyes, to Hud herself cast upon the mud-
dy bank of the river.

Itavengar had disappeared once
tnnret

As Hlnticn run buck triumphantly
from the bathroom, In which she hud
pressed the swltih, she saw the two
men Muring about them In astonish-
ment.

Million stnmped her foot furiously.
"Where Is he?" she demnnded.

"He's gone," muttered one of the
men In tunes,

"Down the trapdoor, you foul' f!o
down mul bring him up. You." she
continued to the second mun, "stand
it the top of the stairs unit see that
he doesn't pass jou. I'm golug to
toured the rooms."

Suddenly the mnn on guard at tho
bead of the stnlrs screamed loudly,
anil Hlanca came running out of one-o- f

the rooms. P cried again nnd
pointed toward the bathroom, Munca
saw the head ami shoulders of Raven-ge- r

as he leaned over the switch. She
darted after lilm. This switch had
boon re) ersoil.

She sprang nt lilm. but lie laughed
nnd, cutchliig her by the shoulders,
pushed her buck Into the passage,
slumming the door upon her. Ilwry
st com! was precious now.

That was the moment whou I.eon-
tlue, In the tunnel, was suddenly swept
from her foot and carried out Into the
day light.

Hlanca raved and hnmmered nt
For the second time he had

thwarted her. She felt her lore for
him turn Into deadly hatred.

"Open that door!" she culled In her
suboidlmitos; and Just then the lioud
and shoulders of the mun wsoin she
hud sent below emerged through tliu
trap door.

"He Isn't down there, nnd tho sluice
Is full of wiiteg," he suld luguurluusly.

"1'onl !" shunted Hluncu, "he's, In
the bat broom. Open that door! Hrenk
It down, the pair uf Jou!"

There wns 11 key In the door, but It
was nn the outside, mid Ruvengar
could not luri it. The two men
dashed themselves against It. Their
united strength was tun great for Rav-
engur. Thejv forced him hack, still
struggling desperately, aud dragged
him from the room.

"Hold him on your Hies!" snld
and, entering tlm bathroom,

tluew the Bvvltch over the second
time.

It was loo late. I.eontlne had recov-
ered consciousness nnd staggered awny
Just us the renew, id Hood began to
pour through tho tunnel.

Hlanca darted buck. "Now we've
got lilm," she cried. "We'll put llllll
whore he won't be able to play any
inure uf those tricks iiKn us.'

"Hack Into tho strong room," asked
the tlrst man.

"sjhull I croak lilm?" Inquired the
second.

Hluiien looked ut Ruvengar anil nod-

ded. The second man raised his
anil alined It ut Raveugar's

head; however, he walteil iiuui the
sign from his mistress before pulling
the trigger.

ltlania hesitated, ton. She w niched
Rav engar's fuce like a cat watching
Its prey. At the least sign of four she
would have nodded to tint man who
hold the revolver; but Itavengar only
smiled at her. She felt overawed ; the
man's moral power was something
that the hud never encountered be-

fore.
"Why don't you get uwny now?" she

demanded tauntingly. "You seem able
to go where jou want to. Are you
tired of jour life or what?"

"Hear miiilame," answered Raven
gar easily, "did I not come hack to jou
of my own free will? I must suy that
this reception Is tho reverse of hos-
pitable."

The mockery upon his fuco tlauuted
her. If hu were dead he would die tri-
umphant, his will would have con-
quered.

"Stop I" she cried; and tho men low-
ered their revolvers.

They stopped buck, growling; Uttr
mistress' whims wero Inexplicable to
them.

Ravengur bent down nnd kissed
hand. "I knew that jou were

too kind to kill a helpless prisoner."
There wus still tho mockery In his

tone, and Hiaiicu could bear It no long-
er. Sho burst Into helpless tours,
while her followers looked ut her
In muuzvment, and thou at euch other
slgulflcuutlj'.

M10 turned upon them. "Get out
tho pair of you I" the cred.

Meunwhllo I.eontlne, drenched by
the Hood, waited upon the river hank
fur tho coming of tho niau who had
saved her.

Tho minutes putsvd Into hours. Still
she crouched there. At last, however,
a llltle hope begun to dawn In her. If
Rnvengnr had boon In the tunnel he
would have been swept out by the
flood.

He wns alive, unless he hnd been
murdered la Manra's house. She must
flud out and help him without n mo-

ment's delay. With renewed ttrength
she gathered her draggled skirts about
her and run up the river bank.
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